My War Memories, 1914-1918
coast that had ixot been attacked for centuries. The battle off the Dogger Bank on January 24th was the result of such an attack.
Our naval policy of compelling the English to give battle as near our coasts as possible was pursued more definitely when Admiral Scheer assumed command of the Fleet. On May 3ist, 1916, he successfully achieved his end. He was not afraid, although far from all our naval bases.
Owing to the caution of the hostile Fleet, our naval fortresses did not appear to be threatened, and we were able to withdraw their garrisons.
They went to form the Marine Corps, which was employed on the Flanders coast after the taking of Antwerp. Certain marine divisions also fought with distinction in the land campaigns.
. Meanwhile the submarine warfare on enemy ships within a certain zone round England began on February 4th, 1915. At the time this was against the advice of Admiral von Tirpitz, who considered such a plan premature. We had a very small number of submarines; I do not know why. In any case, what the U boats accomplished was only realized during the war as the successes won by the crews increased, and they gained in experience. The submarine campaign proclaimed on February 4th did not materialize, as for political reasons it was directed exclusively against enemy merchant" ships. Further restrictions soon followed that entirely crippled it.
After the sinking of the Lusitania it fell into abeyance for the time, but was revived for a short time from November, 1915, to February, 1916. After the sinking of the Sussex on March 24th, 1916, Germany declared her intention of prosecuting the campaign only according to the rules of the Prize Court. The U boat warfare was thereupon suspended.
In their fear of submarine warfare, our enemies did not hesitate to call the U boat a weapon the use of which was contrary to international law and humane principles. This was a surprising doctrine in view of the perpetual violation of international law by the Entente. New weapons of war create
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